
Welcome Guests
If you are visiting Central today, we are very pleased that you have chosen to worship with 
us. Visitor brochures are available in the Narthex for your convenience in becoming more 
acquainted with our church family. Again, we are delighted you are here and want you to feel at 
home amongst us. Let us know how we can assist you.  

Missionary to Uganda
This Sunday we are commissioning Traci McCuistion as a missionary to Uganda.  Traci will be 
leaving on Tuesday of this week and will be in Uganda for the next six months serving through 
the United Methodist Bishop’s office in Uganda to bring the ministry of Christ’s love and grace 
to the people of that country.  Her work will supplement the ongoing mission efforts of our 
church’s Uganda Project and annual mission trip.  Remember Traci in prayer over the months 
ahead as she represents Christ and Central in redemptive ministry.

2011 Budget Update
Good news on the stewardship front!  We have been praying for God’s gracious provision as 2011 
drew to a close, and God has answered our prayers through His people at Central.  We were 
able to finish our 2011 fiscal year with all budgetary goals met in full.  This allowed us to meet 
all church obligations in full as well.  Special thanks to each of you whose faithful and generous 
support has made this victory report possible.    To God be the glory!

Wednesday Night Live
The spring semester of Wednesday Night Live will begin this Wednesday, January 11th, with 
a light meal in the Great Hall beginning at 4:45 p.m. Meals are $3.50 for adults and $2.50 for 
children. Discounted semester passes are available at $38 for adults and $28 for children. Most 
classes begin at 6:00 p.m.  To find out what classes have openings, call Susan Meek in the church 
office at 442-1818. If you are currently enrolled in a class from the fall session, you do not need 
to re-register. To help us plan our childcare on Wednesday evenings more accurately, we are 
asking that families needing childcare register their children at kmagoulick@centraltolife.com, 
or by calling the reservation line at 479-442-1826. We’ll see you there!

New Study on the Life of John Wesley
The Life of John Wesley, a new study offered in our spring Wednesday Night Live line-up, will 
meet each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in Wesley 307 begining January 11th. The study will answer 
the question, “Who is John Wesley?” and will be led by Chuck Culver. Register online at www.
centraltolife.com/wnladults, or call Susan at 479-442-4237. 

Financial Peace University
Invest in your financial health! Central is pleased to announce that we will offer Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University again this spring as part of our Wednesday Night Live line-up.  This 
13-week course is designed to help transform your financial future and is taught from a Christian 
perspective. The cost of the class is $69 per family, and includes Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
Revisited, a study workbook, audio CD, and access to online budgeting tools. The class will meet 
each Wednesday from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. beginning January 11th. Childcare will be provided. To 
register, go to www.centraltolife.com/fpu or call Susan in the church office at 442-4237. 

Discovery Class for Prospective Members
Central’s next Discovery class for those desiring to explore membership in Central will be held 
on Sunday, January 29th.  The class will begin at 4:00 p.m. and conclude around 8:00 p.m. A light 
meal will be served halfway through the evening, and childcare is available with reservation by 
January 25th. Registration is available online at www.centraltolife.com, or by contacting Lora 
Hayes in the church office at 442-4237, or lhayes@centraltolife.com.

Created By God
Central is once again offering the “Created By God” workshop to 6th grade students. “Created By God” 
is a human sexuality workshop that helps students understand that their bodies, their relationships, 
and their sexuality are all a part of God’s grand design. We will be offering the workshop on Sunday, 
January 22nd, from noon to 6:00 p.m. in Wesley Chapel. Lunch will be provided.  

A parent meeting is scheduled for this afternoon from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. in Wesley 104, and 
attendance is required before students will be allowed to participate in the workshop.

For more information, or to register for this important event, contact Keith Hoggard at 442-4237. 
Cost is free, but the workshop is limited to 50 participants… so register soon!

Lord’s Day Celebration
Sunday, January 8, 2012

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Services

1st Sunday after the Epiphany
 Christian fellowship is very much a part of Central United Methodist Church. Enjoyment of 

one another in friendly conversation is always in order until the sounding of the chimes.

Sounding of the Chimes                                                     
Prelude                                               The Lord’s Prayer                                         Mallote
                                                                 Sarah Gardner, soloist                                                                

Choral Introit                                       God of the Ages                           Roberts/Warren        
Pastoral Greeting                                                            Rev. J. Anthony Holifield (8:30)
                                                                                          Rev. Clefton S. Vaughan (11:00)                                                      
Prayer of Commissioning (11:00)
Hymn of Praise                        O God, Our Help in Ages Past                              No. 117                 
Affirmation of Faith   	                    Apostles’ Creed                                          No. 881      
Congregational Response

To God be the glory, to God be the glory, 
to God be the glory for the things he has done. 

With his blood He has saved me; with His power He has raised me; 
To God be the glory, for the things He has done.

Moments of Prayerful Intercession                              Rev. J. Anthony Holifield (8:30)
                                                                                          Rev. Clefton S. Vaughan (11:00)                                                      
Prayer of Expectation and Lord’s Prayer                      
Choral Response                 Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine                arr.  Williams      
Children’s Message                      (5th grade and under)         Rev. Clefton S. Vaughan             
Prayer of Commissioning (8:30)
Welcome and Ritual of Friendship                                Rev. J. Anthony Holifield (8:30)
                                                                                          Rev. Clefton S. Vaughan (11:00)                                                      
Discipleship Opportunities and Ministry Spotlight        
Offertory Prayer & Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings    
(If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering unless 
you are moved to do so. The offering is primarily for members and regular attendees who consider 
Central their church home.)

Offertory Anthem           Bring We the Frankincense of Our Love     arr.  Lein/Weaver
                                                                     Sanctuary Choir          
Doxology    							                         No. 94
Scripture Reading                                 Mark 1:9-15                                          N.T., p. 32
Morning Message                       Reclaiming Our Identity           Dr. Steven K. Pulliam 
Hymn of Response               Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                              No. 384      
Moments of Silent Prayer and Personal Commitment
Congregational Response	

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

I will serve Thee, Alleluia, I will serve Thee, Alleluia,
I will serve Thee, Alleluia, I will serve Thee, Alleluia.      

Postlude                                                    Toccata                                                      Nevin                                                          
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Audio recordings of our pastors’ messages are available on CD or cassette 
from the church office for $3 per copy.

Messages may also be heard online at www.centraltolife.com.

Dr. Steven K. Pulliam
January 8, 2012

Message Notes
Reclaiming Our Identity

                                                     Mark 1:9-15

Monday: 	 Genesis 1:26-31— Dwell on the wonder of being created in the 		
		  image of God. How does this inform your identity?

Tuesday: 	 Psalm 8 —The psalmist offers praise to God and the humbling 		
	               reality of God’s thoughts of human beings, as well as their 
                             responsibility for his creation. How does this Psalm speak to your      	
		  understanding of our identity as humans?

Wednesday: 	 Psalm 139:1-18 —The psalmist sings of the God’s love for humans, 		
		  his nearness, and the intimacy God desires to have with his human 	
                             creatures. Join me in praying this prayer throughout the day from 
                             Dr. Maxie Dunnam’s Workbook on the 7 Deadly Sins: “I Am A      	                   	
                             Unique, Unrepeatable Miracle of God” (Nashville: Upper Room 
                             1997). Continue to use this prayer as a breath prayer throughout  		
		  the week.

Thursday: 	 John 17—This chapter of John contains a prayer Jesus prays for his 	
	               followers. As you read this passage take note of the fact that Jesus’ 
                             prayer extends to us (v. 20). Try to imagine the emotions and       		
		  feelings that are behind this prayer as Jesus prays for our oneness    	
                             with him and the Father. What does this say about your value 
                             in God’s eyes? 

Friday: 	 Romans 8:35-39 —The Apostle Paul passionately argues that 		
		  God’s love for us cannot be constrained by our circumstances. 		
		  What are the circumstances that cause you to doubt God’s love for 		
		  you in Christ Jesus? Surrender these circumstances to your loving 		
		  God.

Saturday: 	 Galatians 3:26-29 — Paul writes to the Church that our identity in 		
	               Christ supersedes any other identity we might cling to and any 
     		  label that we are tempted to embrace. Embrace the reality that 		
		  through your faith in Christ, you are an heir to God our King and 		
		  loving Father. As an heir of God how will you live your life?


